Die Savbaihi 19. Juny 1647. 


He Lords and Commons in Parliament having well 
. accepted th< obedience and readinefle of thoſe Offi - 
cers and Souldiers who bave complied with their Or- 
ders, have Ordered and Ordained, and by authority 
afore{aid doe Orderand Ordain, That all and every the 
ſaid Officers and Soulcters aforeſaid, ſhall be freed, ex- 
onerated,acquitted and diſcharged, and are in and here- 
by declared and acjudged from henceforth to be free, 
exonerate, acquit, and Gticharged of and from all and 
 whatſocver projecution, judgement of lite or member, 
pains, penalties, and puniſhments whatſoever incurred, 
or that ſhall,may,or can,mighr,could, ſhould, or ought 
to be inflicted, proſecuted, had,or purſued againſt them 
or any of them, for or by reaſon of the ſaid pretended 
offence or offencez of their ceparture from their ſaid 
Colours, or from under the command of the ſaid Sir 
Thomas Fairfax, or from or under the command of any 
Military Officer or Officers under him whatſoever, 


Die Sabbathi 19. Juni 1647. 
O* dered by the Lords aſſembled in Parliament, T hat this 
Or ainance be forthwith printed and publiſhed, 
70h. Brown Cler, Parliamerntoram, 


VIN DICATION 
A Mndoed Sow ſeven. 


Commulstoh Orr1cers ; 


Thar are come from the 


ARM Y, 


in obedience to the PakL1a- 
MENTS Orders, 


Publiſhed according to Order, 
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PEPE POPTSTSISLELED GIGS 
A Vindication of a hundred fixty ſeven Officers 


in Commiſſion that are come off from the ; 
Army, in obedience to the Parliaments Orders. | 
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yet we finde our ſelves 6s eden? with prejudice, moſt injuri- | 
ouſly miſreported, and unconfcionably traduced to have praftiſed the *Þ| 
diſadvantage of our ſouldiers, and the diſhenour of the whole Army, #| 
and theſe calumnies fo inculcated by private ſollicitatours, that many ſo- : 
ber and well deſerving ſouldiers, have been led to miſtruſt their fidelity 

and affeRtion of their long approved officers. And although we ſecure 

in the conſcience of our own integrity, had reſolved ſilently to have ex- 

pected a happy iſſue of the preſent tranſactions in the Army, yet called 

upon by the increaſe of theſe reiterated flanders ( beſides many other 

provocattions ) And likewiſe confidering how much it concerneth us to. 
preſerve our good cftzem, with honourable and honeſt men, were at laſt 

duced to publiſh this our ampler explanation of the whole courſe of our 

behaviour in the bufinefles now in difference amongft us; which weare 

reſolved, by the help of God, to mannage with that Chriſtian modeſtte 

and cleernefle, that none fhall reccive juſt provocation thereby. 

To. begin then with our firſt meeting at Saffron Walden, when Sr 
William Waller, S* fob Clotwortby. and Mr Salway came as Commiſſio- 
ners from the Parhament about the Iriſh affatrs : For then the officers of 
the Army began to have intelligence one of the others judgement, tench- 
ing theſe matrers,now in debate. Though we were not at that time prepa- 
red togive a poſitive reſolution for our perſonall engagement, nor were 
fatticiently informed of our ſouldiers inclination, yet we thought it moſt 
fitable, with our bounden duty and reſpeRto the Parltament,. and moſt 
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adyantagions t6 the Triſh ſervice freely and readily to expreſſe our teſo- 
jacion to improve to the urmefit;, our intereſt with the officers and ſouldi- 
ers under our reſpeRive Commands, to promote that imployment ; mo- 
deſtly repreſenting ſuch things as we thought moſt apt to induce theArmy 
ro ready 1mbracement of that ſervice, relying on the Parliaments wiſe= 
deme and carc herein, Which we looked upon as an obligatory inducs- 
ment tothem, to ſatisfie the Army in thoſe neceſſary defires, we then 
inſiſted on, rather then by capitulating with thew,to diſcover our diſ- 
{truſt of their care therein, which might in our apprehenſions have pro- 
duced very ill confequences : and theſe were the reaſonSwe diſſented 
from the major part of the officers then preſent, For the petition which 
x this mecting farlt difcovercd it {elf ( for we undertake not to track it 
to its fountain, ) it bearing the name of the whole Army, and being of 
generall concernment to all, ought in our judgements to haye undergon 
the debate of afrecand generall Councell of Warre, or to have had the 
viſible countenance of the Generall, or ſome other ſaperiour officer, and 
being of that high concernment tothe Army and kingdome, not been 
expoſed to ſubſcription by ſome privates, before we could be acquainted 
with the authours or grounds of it, or any intruſtcd by us admitted to 
debate the nature, matter,form or _ thereof, beſides we did 
abundantly labour in the want of a Preſident of ſuch apctition from 
officers and ſouldiers of a well regulated Army; nor were there at this 


time any generall diſcontents awakened amongſt the fſouldiers, for if 


there were any, they were as yet confined to ſome particular regiments, 
no confiderable part of the Army being iavoly'd therein s which was 
greatly fearcd might thereby be dilated,and ſuch Jjcaloufics and diſtem- 
pers raiſed as might not cafily be allaid : we would be underſtood to al- 
leage theſe as motives, our reaſon diftated to us to forbear the ſabſcrip- 
tion hereof our ſclvesand to hinder it according toour intereſt amonglt 
the ſouldicrs, not that wedo in the leaſt, charge the firſt contrivers or 
any who have had any hand 1n this petition with any defigne in promg- 
ting thereof, it being our aim thorowout this paper, to vindicate our 
ſclves, not cenſure the actions of others ; And we much wonder how 
we ſhould hereby lye under fo hard conftruQion, as tobe rated the be- 


trayersof our ſouldiers, or the fartherers of ſome ſtrange deſigns for 


praiſing according to our reaſon ; eſpecially from ſuch who make it 
their maxime to dclire and give the like liberty to all of aRing according 
to their judgements, 
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For the next generall meeting of officers at Walden, when, my Lord. 
of Warwick came down, wehave nothing to offer, but our admiration, 
that ſo innocent an undertaking 3t the invitation of the Parliament by 
the approbationof the G-nerall,for the relief of our blzcding brethren in 
their greateſt exigencic, ſhould meet with ſach 1mpetuous obſtrukiors 
ind uncharitable interprecations as it hath done, and we wonder how 
the defigne of breaking the Army ſhould hereupon be laid upon. our 
touldcrs, when the Parliament had befor: declarcd they reſalution not 
to continue all the Army herein England, the publique enemy being re» 
duced: Nor can we underftand how any pitt of it could be better im= 
ployed in the Ffnec of this Kingdoms, then by the reducem-nt of that, 
nor did we reaſonably 1magine to have found any c2n{iderable impedie ' 
ments herein, the deſpondency of the officers at this time appearing to. 
as to have proceeded for want of ſatisfation in M:jor Generall Skeppoxs. 
teſokntion for the undertaking of that ſervice, for ingaging the ſuuldiers,, 
wefound many at that time very willing to embrace that work, only ex= 
pc&ing reaſonable ſatisfaAion for their pait {crvices bere; nor did we e- | 
ver finde any propenfions in the Parliament,to force to any (crvice,reſol-. 
ving as farre as we could apprehen.i, oply to take ſuch whoſe condition 
and inclination fitted them thereto, ſo that none could be injured by his 
owneonfent. En Ss IS jos 
- Uponfarrher emergency there is another m:6ting of Oificers, indited, 
by Field Marſhall Skippow,& 0, at Saffron Walden,tor the quicting of di- 
ftempers ; at this firtt meeting, WE were en 1-2yn6d to repair to our fe« 
verall charges, and to publiſh the Votes ofthe: Houſe, and take-an Ace 
count of what unquietneſle or diſtemper we found amonslt them, and 
fo: make a clecr' report thereof at our return, to thoſe Gentlemen ſent 
from the Parliament ; we accordingly returning, with a reſolution ci- 
ther to preſent the temper we found them1n, to the Commiſſioners of 
the Parliament by our own hands, or tv joyn 1n vepreſenting any thing 
| which might be of general] concernment to the Army :..we found ccr= 
tain Genttemen intruſted,. withont our privity or any 2uthority from 
the Commiſſioners, in drawing up certain heads of grievances, which 
the next day we underſiood by Coll. Lambert, were to be preſented as 
the gencrall ſence of the Armiz; they were indeed publikely read, but as 
any feared to make 'objeRions to them, ſo they were percmptorily 
r<quired, cither to4grec unto them in that form they were preſented,or 
depart the Church: where. we were aſſembled by Field Marſhall. Skjp- 
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* pm, &c, his command : we julge it very hard tobe implicated with o+ 
thers, ina matter of that weighr, without any further ineans to ſgtisfie | 
our ſelves,thoſe Gent. entruſted being not any way interefſed in us; and 
weealily diſcerning ſomething more was meant, then was for the pre- 
ſ-nt diſcovered, they then diſclaiming all other demands not concerning 
them as ſouldiers, -we were conſtrained, though with great reluQancy, 
to d:f{:at, and did accordingly deliver the Ficld Marihall. this enſuing 


paper. 


To the Honourable Field M urſhall Ski ppIn, ec. 


| Ve cas Coll, Lambert affirmed yeſterday before you (as we un- 
V dcrſtood himJchat himſelf and ſome other Orticers had in their 
hands ſeverall returns and anſwers, made and fe 1t by feverall Regiments 
upon the communicating the Votes of Parhament unto them zccording 
to your cofnmands, and that he with the other Officers, intended to ga« 
ther the generall ſ:nce out of thoſe ſeyerall returns,that the ſame might 
be preſented to you as the c2mmon ſence of the Armie, 

We humbly deſire, That all ſach returns of grievances, ditempers, or 
other matter fent by any Regiment, Troop or Company, may be exibie 
tcd before you and attelted,and that ſuch Officers as have received thoſs 
returns, my ihsw what warrant they had to take them into their 
hands, or vary inany thing from the full ſence of thc{: that made and 
ſent them;which requeit we holdour ſ:lves obliged to inake;both tnre- 
lation tothe Armic io generall as membevys thereof, and in particular to 
the Regiments, Troops and Companies under our refpetive commands, 
to the end 3oa may be bet;er tnnformed of the trac temper of the Ar« 
mic in all its parts, which we conceive will be a way. moſt agrecable, 
fatisfaory and uſcfall, in reference to your commands, the ſervice of 
the Parliamentgand the d.fcharge of our own duties, | And in a buſioeſſ: 
of this nature, we humbly-conce1ve,the fence cf the Armie ou2ht not to 
be declared by plurality of Votes, nor any part or member of tho 
fameginvolved by the jadgement of others.. ay 16. 1647, 

Thenext day we found no further cx2edient to fatisfhs our (elves, be« 
ing imperioully till demanded et:her to jayn. with them,cr to 58 come 
prehended in the plurality of voices, though the field Mat ſhill, as we 
pnderſtood himyat the concintion of that mecting, aftirm:d,it could not 
paſſ: as the generall ſence of the Armie, many difſ:ntiag ; to juſtifie our 
difſenting,icliveied this cnfaing pap:r, | 
AS: "TS 
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To the Hononrable Field Marſhall Skippon, Litutenant General Crom- 
F#cll, Commiſſary General Ireton, 4nd Collonell Fleetwood, 


T he humble expreſſions of divers O fſicers in the Army, 


Eing ſenſible from the behaviour and expreſſions of many at theſs 
aur laſt meetings, that we lie under a very hard conſtruction, as if 
we had not made a c'cer and faithfull report of the xemper of our ſoul- 
diers, and likewiſe for not joyning in the ſams method with others, in 
repreſenting to your Honours the ſence of the Armie, thereby rendring 
us notonly lefl: ſollicitous for the ſonldicrs ſatisfaRion, but alſopromo- 
ters of diflention, | | 
We doe in all faithfullneſſe declare; That we did not diffent out of 
any ſingularity or finilter ends, but meerly in the diſcharge of our duty, 
jn bringing b:fore you thoſe Grievances that lay upon the ſouldiers, AS 
we received from their hands, much leffc out of any remiſneſſe to im- 
p:ove our endcayours to the uttermeſt for the ſouldicrs fatisfaRion, 
knowing, that we are highly concerned both in honour and honelty, te 
doe what in us lies for the obtaining their juſt deſires, whohare faith- 
fully cooperated with us in the Kingdoms ſervice: And although we 
deſire not to be concluded in their ſence, from whom in ſome particae 
lars we have difſ:nted, yet we doc with all willingnefſs agree With 
thoſe, who have expreſſ:d their readineff: tolay down Arms at the Par- 
liaments commands, not doudtiag but they in their wiſedoms will fo 
Anſwer their jult delires in point of Arrears(as they have already in the 
matter of Indempnitic ) that they may return with chearfullneſs to 
their aboads and d wellings,or be encouraged toa farther ingagement in 
their ſervice. /day 17. 1647. n 
In what ſucceeded this meeting, we muſt acknowledge our felves 
ercatly aſtoniſhed, eſpecially conſidering the c#nverſation and profe(- 
fion of the ſticklers hereing for whilſt we expeRed the application of 
fitting expedients to repreſſe the irregular aRings of ſouldicrs without 
their Officers, to the contempt of military ord:r and diſcipline, which 
we were by our Commillions bound to obſerve, or ſome hopes to have 
been in a capacity of bcing ſatisfied inthe true grounds an riſc of their 
grievances and diſtempers, that ſo we might unanimouſly and eimouſly 
have addreſſ:d our ſelves to honourable and legitimate waies for the rc- 
moving of them, Contrary to our expcRation herein, we finde them 
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| inclined to be farther involved in matters altogether tranſcending our 
, cognizance, and how farre dircRed beyond the preſent pretences we 
could not foreſee : We ſhall not mention the fedulity of thoſe Tnſtru- 
ments formerly converſant, both in inveigling the ſouldiers into theſe 
practiſes, and rendring thoſe Officers whom they found diſaffected to 
their wayes, under. ſcycrall ſuggeſtions,odious ; nor will we publiſh the 
ſub:1ll blandiſhments of thoſe Emiſſirics from the Adyatators,for ſo now 
the Truſtees from every Regiment begun to ſtile themſelves at all Rene 
deavous and Muſters ( which were now frequenter then ordinary ) to 
ſpread their infinuations, infomuch that they had ſo farre faſcinated 
the ſouldicts into this confederacy,only pretending fatisfaRion.in point 
” of Arrears and Indempnity,&c. That they ingaged themſelves with 
L their lives and fortune to make good whatſoever they (hould undertake: 
k And though we ſay we might, appoſitely in order to our undertaking, 
to diſcover by what degrees our ſouldiers were copyurcd into this com- 
bination ; yet leſt we ſhonld thereby adminiſter fuell to further a- 
pimoſitics, already grown to too deplorable an height'amongſt us, we 
(hall wholly forbear particularizing therein, 

For the conſultation of the Officers at Bury, we could net hope ci- 
ther for ſafety or freedom, their prejudice had now fo farre prevailed a= 
gainſt us,as the ſubſequent event plainly will diſcover, the reſult thereof 
producing extraordinary and difticnlt determination:for now the Army 
embody with arcſolution not to disband by Regiments as the Parlia- 
ment had ordered ; the Kings perion ſcized, agd the Commiſſioners of 
Pailiament attending him ; many Officers anFuldicrs,. who had not 
agreed to their courſcs, moſt inhumancly treated and vilely repreached,, 
fome of them plundercd of theit Horſes and Arms, others of ther pur= 
ſacd as publike enemies 1n an hoſtile manner, for no other reaſon but not- 
joyning with them ; 1a theſe hard enterpriſes no' other conſideration: 
being yet held forth to the ſouldicrs, but fatisfaRion in-their Arrears, 
and other things concerning them as ſouldiers. Theſe violences a» 
vowed Ly no Otficers, being a&ed upon us only by the authority of 
the Adjutators, fome of us repaired tothe Gener?ll, though others of us 
who were at aremoter diſtance, held it not meet to expoſe themſelves 
tothe fury of the incenfed ſoutjers, eſpecially underſtanding,. though: 
his excellency pitied many,he could prote& none, 

We dare confidently from what we bave prefented, ſubmit our ſelves. 
to the cenſure of 1mpartiall and undjafied men of honour and judge- / 
ment, 
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ment, whether weem bej itly charged with conntenancing a defigne 
of levying anesw ware, by expreſis2 our readin-(ſ: to lay do wn our 
'Arms ino>:dicnce to their commands that raiſed us, no viſidle eaemy 
remaining in Arms inthe Kingdom, or how our forwardnet]: to pers 
ſwadse or ingage any part of the Army in the 1rifh ſervice, can without 
yatiity be interpreted intentionally in us an obArution to the relicf of 
that Kingdom, or how we could fore ſce the pertinacy of their refolu+ 
tion, who woul4 not at any tim2 ingage with us but on their own 
termes:( which what they would have been was unknown to us, never 
have been yet diſcovered) though thz intereſt of our Nation in that 
Kingdom wers ready to cxpire,and many thouſand Brittiſh families,ex* 
poſed not only to beggery, but the fury of their mercilefls enemies,or 
what defignes we couid have in deferting our diflenting from the Ar- 
my, now to uſe their own phraſe, we were with them to expekt 
Joyntly as well deerly carned wages and to render our ſelves there- 
by - obnoxious [to a powerfull and prevailing party, were we not 
thercunto direRed by reaſons of honour and conſcience in obzdicnce to 
the Parliament, the vfolation of whoſe authority, would make all us, 
who have thereby been ingaged inthisWarre, juſtly contemptible to 
this and future generations : For our intereſt in any particular perſons 
or parties, we acknowledgs none,except our reverence of their iiitagrls 
ty, whom we have found beſt afke&edto the intereſt and conſtituted 5:2» 
vernment of this nation be eſtcemed ſuch, | 
Asfor thoſs that are w to be put over our charge in the Army, we 
heartily with they may Mye no- occaſion to charge any mare this King= 
dome, but that we may at laſt arrive at the ſcope of Warrc,a ſefe and 
|  wellgrounded peace, that juſtice may low down in its naturall (tream 
= not overawed by any force, and bounded within its own limits, Which 
isall our deſigne as it ts our prayer to hig who is the Supream Prince 
and Connſcllour. 
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